
 

 

 
 

Immunisation Project Evaluation Reference Group 
 

Terms of Reference  
March 2017 

 
Background 
The 2014 Victorian Refugee Health Network report; A needs analysis of catch-up immunisation in refugee 
background and asylum seeker communities in Victoria made a number of policy, funding and service 
delivery related recommendations.  
 
Subsequently state funding has been allocated to the following three catch up immunisation programs.  

 Hume/Whittlesea – a new program that locates refugee nurse immunisers employed by local 

council between settlement support services and council immunisation services. The program 

objectives are to support the triaging and referral of newly arrived Syrian and Iraqi refugees into 

appropriate immunisation services, the development of individual catch-up schedules, the 

implementation of follow-up procedures to ensure catch-up immunisation schedules are complete 

and the collection and analysis of data to determine immunisation coverage rates for this population. 

 City of Greater Dandenong – program to provide ongoing support for the continued provision of 

catch-up immunisation for students from refugee backgrounds at the Noble Park English Language 

School (NPELS).  

 Asylum Seeker Resource Centre – program to provide ongoing support – by way of funding the 

recruitment of staff – for the Centre’s immunisation clinics. 

Purpose of the Immunisation Evaluation Reference Group 
To act as a mechanism to support funded services across the three programs to develop their models and 
meet their reporting criterion to DHHS. The Immunisation Evaluation Reference Group will provide an 
opportunity for the above three mentioned funded programs to review their performance on agreed 
measures and jointly problem-solve issues that arise. There will be discussion regarding any systemic 
barriers that impact optimal service delivery. The meetings will provide a forum for regular review of service 
delivery, program activity and data collection to support implementation and evaluation in accordance with 
the program logic models, and track toward the anticipated outcomes.  
 
Membership 
Membership of the working group will be composed of refugee health experts and representatives from the 
three funded programs; Hume/Whittlesea, City of Greater Dandenong and the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre. There will be representatives from the following organisations: 
 

 Victorian Department of Health and 

Human Services  

 North Western Melbourne Primary Health 

Network  

 Eastern Melbourne Primary Health 

Network  

 South Eastern Primary Health Network  

 Victorian Department of Education and 

Training 

 Local Government  

 Refugee health services  

 Refugee Health Fellows 

 Settlement and asylum seeker support 

agencies  

 Victorian Refugee Health Network  

 

 

 



 

 

 
Meetings 
Meetings will be held for 1.5 hours on a bi-monthly basis (once every two months) for up to two years. 
Meetings will be held at Department of Health and Human Services at 50 Lonsdale Street in the Melbourne 
CBD. We request that members attend meetings regularly, follow up on agreed action items, and promote 
the work of the group within your organisation. 
 

Roles and responsibilities 
The working group will be chaired by Dr Georgie Paxton, Head of Immigrant Health and Consultant 
Paediatrician at The Royal Children's Hospital Melbourne. Secretariat support for the working group will be 
provided by Toni Mansfield, Sector Development & Policy Advisor with the Victorian Refugee Health 
Network.  


